VARIOUS USES OF VISUAL IMAGERY

These are Mr. Hill's words, modified in one instance.
The reader may be left the task of completing the list up
to 50 or 100 if required.

It will be noticed that n is used for zero, nothing; as
in " Bun " meaning twenty : and that all the single figure
numbers 1 to 9 have words ending in r. In several instances
it may prove desirable, in order to get a good picture, to
alter these words to suit personal idiosyncrasies. A final
explanation of its working, in case of any confusion in the
above: Yesterday at a children's party, when doing this
trick as part of the amusement, I was asked for number 7.
The key word is Garter, and I immediately saw the scene
I had pictured, an alligator with a garter round its body.
The word was alligator. Asked for 29,1 saw a map of the
Gulf of Mexico (Biloxi is a town there) with a radiator stand-
ing on it. The word was radiator. Asked for 22,1 saw a
baby in a perambulator or baby-carriage (Bab is the key
word, and I always see this picture) being run over by a
steam-roller. The word was steam-roller. Take the above
printed list of key words and get some one to try you.

This is, of course, fooling. But it is a piece of fooling which
may lead someone who would not otherwise have done so to
perform what is really a psychological experiment, an intro-
spective inquiry.

Another province in which one has opportunity of observ-
ing visual imagery, and at the same time other forms of
imagery, is in instrumental music, or indeed vocal music;
but the case I have most in mind is that of playing the
piano. One may distinguish between the stage during
which one is learning to play a certain piece of music by
heart, and the later stage when one is able to sit down and
go through the performance without hesitation and without
error. I have at various times asked a considerable number
of students and teachers of music how they carried out this
performance of learning and reproducing from memory.

In the great majority of cases it would seem that the final

07                                0